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When you called me as your pastor one 
year ago, I shared with you a central 
Bible verse that was guiding my first 
weeks/months here: 

I thank my God every time I remember you, 
constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you because of your sharing in 
the gospel from the first day until now.      
Phil. 1:3-4  

My spirit of thanksgiving continues to 
this day. You have warmly welcomed 
me and my wife, Carolyn, into the Vi-
brant Life of Resurrection. Resurrec-
tion has had a strong reputation of 
practicing deep and lasting hospitality. 
Your hospitality has brought my family 
great joy and hope. 

Feeding the 

Hungry in 

St. Paul 

Pg. 4 

One Year Reflection  

By Pastor John Keller  

I am thankful for the great staff who 
have continued to work hard in making 
Resurrectionõs ministry fruitful: Sarah 
Storvick, Betsy Hickey and Becky   
Bennett with our children and confir-
mation ministry, Brad Kolstad with our 
worship music, Sue Guck and Susan     

One Year Reflection (Continued on page 7) 

the MIX  

Nov. 6  
Pg. 6 

On Sunday, October 30, Resurrection will celebrate our 

Fall Stewardship Emphasis: Generous Living: Respond-

ing to God³s Abundance.  Joyfully, members and friends 
will bring forward their Estimate of Giving Cards for 
2012, as a generous sign of gratitude for Godõs mission 
through this congregation.  If you are unable to be with us 
on October 30, please return your EOG card as soon as 
possible.  Your participation is crucial to the ongoing min-
istry and mission of the congregation. Thank you for   
living generously with Godõs abundance.   

2011 Fall Stewardship Emphasis  
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Living the Biblical Story  

In N. T. Wrightõs book, Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes 

Sense, he writes about living in scriptureõs story: òLiving with the 
ôauthority of scripture,õ then, means living in the world of the story that 
scriptures tells. It means soaking ourselves in that story, as a commu-
nity and as individuals. Indeed, it means that Christian leaders and 
teachers must themselves become part of the process, part of the way 

in which God is at work not only in the Bible-reading community but through that community in 
and for the wider world.ó p. 187. This is one reason we are walking through the story of the Bible 
this year during worship.  

As a pastor I recognize the power of stories and how they shape our relationship with God and each other. In my 
previous church a new lead pastor was being called. The candidate had been extensively interviewed by the call 
committee of ten, but most of the congregation never met or heard the candidate. At the congregational meeting 
to vote on the candidate, he was introduced and he gave a passionate, yet humble expression of his past, present 
and possible future ministry. He was persuasive, but there were still some doubts in the room. He left so that the 
members could ask questions of the call committee. As the questions came to a close and the members prepared to 
vote, a stir of voices and pointing fingers went through the meeting. Outside the large glass windows of the sanc-
tuary, a passing rainstorm had stopped and a brilliant rainbow arched over the church. We were reminded of Godõs 
abiding covenant in Genesis 9:16. It was as if God was signaling his blessing upon us. The vote was quickly taken 
and a near unanimous call was extended to the candidate. 

The pastor has not simply been called by the vote of the members, but called by Godõs abiding Spirit through the 
vote. Stories like this help shape the identity and purpose of not only individuals, but the community as well. And 
the retelling reinforces the purpose we share. What story do you have to share? 

Making a List  
By Pastor Ron Freimark  

While we should be thankful every day of our lives for the blessings God has given us, the 
month of November in which we celebrate our national day of thanksgiving is a good time 
to focus on prayers of thanksgiving. 

Last summer I sent a card to a child of good friends who have moved from this area; the 
basic message was: òYou are loved.ó I wrote a note in the card, telling the child, òGod 
loves you and I love you, too, but you are loved by many people.ó Then I suggested he 
have his parents help him make a list of all the people who he believes love him. I had for-
gotten that suggestion when I visited the family recently, but the child had not forgotten. 

One day he showed me the list he had composed. He had thought of 60 people who love him. The list was a 
powerful visual for the boy. 

I challenge all of us to do a similar thing: to make a list of all the ways we believe we are blessed by God. Each 
day ponder just a few of those blessings and then thank God for them. As we think about these particular 
blessings, our hearts will be warmed.  With a list before our eyes, we will grow in our appreciation for the many 
ways God has come into our lives with his cornucopia filled with good things. Remember, even our trials may 
be blessings in disguise. 

òOh, thank God - he's so good! His love never runs outó (Psalm 107:1). òBe cheerful no matter what; pray all the time; thank 
God no matter what happens. This is the way God wants you who belong to Christ Jesus to liveó (1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18).  

Pastor John Keller  

Pastorõs 

Perspective 
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Resurrect ion Staf f 
 

Susan Asplund  

Office Assistant  

sasplund@resurrection -woodbury.org  

651-730-1000 x224 

 

Larry Fredin 
Custodian  

lfredin@resurrection -woodbury.org  
 

Sue Guck  

Office Coordinator  

sguck@resurrection -woodbury.org  

651-730-1000 x221 
 

Betsy Hickey  

Sunday School Coordinator  

bhickey@resurrection -woodbury.org  

651-730-1000 x224 
 

John Keller  
Pastor 

jkeller@resurrection -woodbury.org  

651-730-1000 x223 
 

Hannah Koehler  
Youth Director  

hkoehler@resurrection -woodbury.org  

651-730-1000 x228 
 

Brad Kolstad  
Interim Worship Leader  

bkolstad@resurrection -woodbury.org  

651-733-1000 x226 
 

Sarah Storvick  

Director of Childrenõs & Youth Ministries 

sstorvick@resurrection -woodbury.org  

651-730-1000 x225 

 

 

Mission Leadership Tea m 

Scott Nelson, President  

Deb Daly, Vice President  

Tim Diekmann  

Bette Forberg  

Lynell Grieser, Secretary  

John McRell  

Pastor John Keller  

The MLT may be reached by e -mail at:  

mlt@resurrection -woodbury.org  

 

The Connection  
Renae Jensen, Editor  

rjensen@iphouse.com  

651-436-5505 
Comments, ideas and announcements 

are welcome. The deadline for contribu-

tions to The Connection is the 15th of the 

month. Please contact the editor for more 

information.  

The October Mission Leadership Team began with Pas-
tor John leading and discussing Psalm 18:1-6 and 31-
33. He asked us to read these passages aloud together. 
Itõs amazing the impact and the power of a group of 
people reading aloud the word of God. Itõs also amaz-
ing the impact and power that is exhibited when our 
congregation comes together to accomplish goals and 
activities. Things like the garage sale, making 1100 
sandwiches in 40 minutes, the 30 Hour Famine, the 
church picnic and the Harvest Festival, (just to name a few). All of these 
activities had a leader who led the charge and worked very hard; but without 
our church community these activities would not have been a success. The 
same is true about stewardship. The Stewardship Team will lead this charge, 
but without our church community our goals and our mission cannot be 
accomplished. Please prayerfully consider your commitment to being part of 
the church community that makes great things happen at Resurrection. 

MLT also discussed the budgeting process, and by the time you read this 
team leaders will have received an email from treasurer, Diana Cammack, 
asking for their proposed 2012 budget - please submit these to Diana by 
November 6th. Additionally, the MLT discussed how a Marketing Team can 
further the mission of Resurrection, and why it is important to have an   
active, passionate group who is willing to work toward these goals. 

The growth of Resurrection, as a church, resulted in a lengthy discourse  
regarding the need to re-visit our strategic plan. Discussion included sub-
topics such as òWho is our audience?ó òWho needs this particular church?ó  
òHow do we find them and bring them here?ó Also related to growth was the 
need to explore how to use the land we own-the barn; the farm house; etc.   

Finally, MLT has revised the way in which nominations for MLT members 
are made. If you are interested in serving a three-year term that begins in 
February 2012, a form is available in the office for you to submit your self-
nomination. Forms for prospective Audit Team members are also available 
in the office. These completed forms are due back in the office by Decem-
ber 1st.  They will include such questions as: 

Why are you interested in serving on MLT? (or the Audit Team) 

What has been your involvement within this church or previous congre-
gations (i.e. church council, Sunday school teacher, worship team, etc.)? 

What experiences, background, or knowledge do you possess that you 
feel would be helpful in leading Resurrection Lutheran Church? (or being 
part of the Audit Team)  

We look forward to having our Nominations Team review these nominees. 

 September Income: $36,890 
  September Expenses: $44,764 

 Bank balance: $45,256 

Mission Leadership Team Update  

Deb Daly  

 

September 
Financials: 
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In the News  

Not So Random  

Act of Kindness  

Monday, November 7th 
East Immanuel Lutheran Church 
1173 Payne Ave. in St. Paul 
(one block So. of Maryland Ave.) 

The Outreach Ministry team invites you to get involved 
in helping our underprivileged neighbors. Resurrection 
is teaming up with CURE Ministries to serve a free meal 
once a month at East Immanuel Lutheran Church in St. 
Paul. CURE Ministries is a non-profit, nondenomina-
tional organization that is dedicated to helping meet the 
physical and spiritual needs of underprivileged people. 
CURE provides a weekly meal, a food shelf and a Life 
Skills Center. CURE is there to lend a hand, offer 
friendship and hope, and meet the practical needs of our 
neighbors. We will work with CURE ministries to make 
and serve a meal, help with the kids program and the 
food shelf on the 2nd Monday of each month (except 
this month.) We will prepare the meal in the afternoon 
and serve at 5:00 p.m. Please sign up in the lobby. 
Youth are welcome to serve with their parents. If you 
have any questions please contact Terri Dokken at                       
Tdokken@comcast.net. 

Alpha Marriage Course  
January 2012 

Couples are encouraged to look ahead on their calendars now and make room in their schedules to participate in 
The Alpha Marriage Course. It will be held on Sunday evenings, beginning January 8th in a home setting. If you 
are interested, please register by sending your intentions to Alpha Director Ron Freimark, ronjonf@comcast.net.  

The Marriage Course is very practical and gives any married couple the tools to build a strong and healthy mar-
riage that lasts a lifetime. Couples talk about important issues that can get swept under the carpet in the rush of daily life. Topics 
covered include:  

Recognizing each otherõs needs Learning to communicate effectively Resolving conflict 

Knowing how to make each other feel loved Healing past hurt Relating to parents and in-laws 

Good sex Making time for each other and having fun together 

Privacy as a couple is always respected. There is no group discussion and couples are not asked to disclose anything about their 
relationship to anyone else. 

Whatõs a Lutheran? 

From a Protestant  

Perspective  
Sunday, November 13th 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

In this class Pastor John  will  discuss Whatõs A       
Lutheran ð From a Protestant Perspective, focusing primar-
ily on Baptist, Pentecostal and Presbyterian traditions.   
Common beliefs as well as the distinctive differences 
with other Protestants will be highlighted on such  
topics as: interpreting scripture, baptism, church pol-
icy and worship styles.  For further information please 
contact Pastor John.  Sign up in the lobby or call the 
church office.  

Ecumenical Thanksgiving 

Service  
The community is invited to a non-denominational 
Thanksgiving worship service sponsored by the 
Woodbury Area Clergy Organization. Pastor John will 
give the childrenõs message, local churches will com-
bine their musical talents and non-perishable food 
donations will be collected for the Woodbury Chris-
tian Cupboard.  This year it will held at King of Kings 
Lutheran Church in Woodbury.  Come, celebrate 
Thanksgiving and give thanks!   

Wednesday, November 23rd 
7:30 p.m. 
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Senior Life Fellowship  
Wednesdays 
November 9th 
2:00 p.m. 
Student LIFE Center 

All seniors are welcome to Bible study and fellow-
ship. We will put the coffee on. Friends are wel-
come and encouraged to join us. This group will 
not meet on the 23rd. 

 

Fall Womenõs Studies 
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. 
Student LIFE Center  
 

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Location varies 

Gather with other women to discuss a Christian book or 
Bible study guide. 

Tuesday mornings, one group is reading and discussing 
The Me I Want to Be by John Ortberg and another group is  
studying the gospel of Mark. The Tuesday morning 
groups meet together at 9:30 a.m. for fellowship before 
breaking into discussion groups. Contact Diana Cammack 
for more information about this group. 

On Wednesday evenings, another womenõs group is read-
ing and discussing Francis Chanõs book Crazy Love. This 
group meets at local coffee shops and homes. Contact 
Tonya Bushard for more information about this group. 

Condolences to Doug & Janet Wyman on the death of 
Janetõs mother. 

Condolences to John & Rosemary Moore on the death of 
Rosemaryõs brother. 

If you have had a recent celebration or loss that you would like 
included in òAbout Usó, please call the church office at 730-1000.  

Dave & Kathy Hintz 

David & Karen Kirchner 

Dennis & Colleen Roberts 

Ingrid Swanson 

Marcus & Laura Winge, Lilly and Lyla 

Welcome New Members  
We welcome the following families who recently com-
pleted the New Members Session at Resurrection and 
were received as members on October 30th: 

Annual Variety Show  

& Silent Auction  
Saturday, January 28th, 2012 

Show your talent! Singers, jugglers, story tellers, and 
musicians - step forward! Donate your products or 
services for bid at the silent auction, and offer up your 
help to set-up, take-down, or bake goodies! Watch for 
more details and sign-ups in December.  

Christmas  

Decorating  
Do you have a passion or flair for decorating? Help is 
needed to prepare the church for Christmas. It's a 
great way to start thinking about Advent and the 
preparations leading to Christmas. Join in on a morn-
ing of Christmas music, laughter and camaraderie.  
Lunch will be provided.  

Thursday, December 1st  
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

The Amazing gRace!  
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High School 
Bible Study 
Sundays at Noon  

(except 11/13)  

Come and be transformed as you join other friends 

on Sundays after 10:30 worship for Bible Study in 

the Student LIFE Center.   Expect challenging de-

votions, prayer, and fun  fellowship.  Please bring a 

couple of dollars to help cover the cost of 

pizza. Hannah will lead a series called Life Has a 
Purpose. We will also explore topics such as: Mak-

ing Significant Connections, Growing in your Faith, 

Serving in Ministry and Honoring God in All that 

You Do.   

thethe 

MIMI XX  
November 6thNovember 6th   

66-- 8 p.m.8 p.m.   

66-- 8th grade8th grade   

You wonõt want to miss this is awesome opportunity at the 

November MIX!  Resurrection is partnering with Youth 

Forum, an outreach organization working with youth 

groups, youth leaders and communities in the Upper Mid-

west to establish  their mission to point groups to Jesus 

Christ. They will be bringing equipment to set up Spy -

Cadmey, a night vision game. Bring a couple of dollars to 

offset cost of food and grab a friend.  You can check out 

our new jumbo foosball table, too! Questions? E -mail 

Hannah at hkoehler@resurrection -woodbury.org . 

Sounds Like Love 

Concert 

Sunday, November 13th  

1:00 p.m.  

St. Andrewõs Lutheran Church, Mahtomedi 

Cost: $5.00  

Hey Navigators! Do you like music? Do you like to 

dance? Do you like to have fun? Then come check 

out the Sounds Like Love Concert. We will leave  

Resurrection at 12:15 to arrive at St. Andrewõs in 

time for the 1:00 concert.  In future years, we may 

be a part of the entire weekend festival, where 

participants grow their faith through music.  Sign 

up in the lobby to participate. Contact Hannah if 

you have questions. This will be in place of High 

School Bible Study.  

Thanksgiving 
Carryout 

Make a difference,  serve the 

community of Woodbury during 

this Thanksgiving season. We will 

be carrying food to customerõs cars and wishing them a 

Happy Thanksgiving. Invite a friend to come alongside you 

and serve.  Meet at Resurrection at 8:30 a.m. to carpool 

together to the Woodbury Christian Cupboard. We will 

serve until noon and then head to Cold Stone Creamery 

for ice -cream. Parents please pick up your student at Cold 

Stone Creamery at 12:30 p.m.  Please sign up in the lobby.   

Saturday, November 19th, 9:00 a.m.  

(Meet at Resurrection at 8:30 to carpool)  

mailto:hkoehler@resurrection-woodbury.org
mailto:hkoehler@resurrection-woodbury.org
mailto:hkoehler@resurrection-woodbury.org
mailto:hkoehler@resurrection-woodbury.org
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Asplund with our office administration, Larry Fredin with 
our facility management and our newest staff, Hannah 
Koehler, with youth ministry. Without their faithful service, 
the Gospel would not be shared in a significant meaningful 
way. I am humbled to serve among them. 

I am also thankful for the continued team ministry and team 
leadership. Members of Resurrection take ownership of 
their projects and service. From the Pumpkin Patch ministry 
to the Faith in Action Day, Puppet Ministry to the Mix and 
middle school ministry, I see leaders stepping up and lead-
ing the ministry forward. I was deeply thankful that we had 
willing, able volunteers to guide our high school mission trip 
this summer and serve in Sunday school and confirmation. 

One Year Reflection (Continued from page 1)   

What a joy you bring to God and each other with your en-
thusiastic service. 

I continue to pray that God will guide and deepen our min-
istry together. I believe God has significant ministry and 
service ahead for us. In our next year together we will ex-
plore how our Dependable Strengths can be discovered and 
shared. We will work towards becoming a more generous 
congregation, serving the needs of others beyond ourselves. 
We will continue to share the gospel with the new visitors 
who come through our doors. We will continue to trust in 
Jesus, live the call of Godõs Word, and serve the world. 
Thank you for a great first year of joy; together let us make 
the second even better. 

Resurrection youth collected 357 pounds of food for the 

Christian Cupboard and prepared 11,448 meals for hungry 

children at Feed My Starving Children, and donated 

money to World Vision all while fasting for 30 hours.  

Adult vs. Youth 

Football  

2011  

Thrift Store and Dinner Event 

November 11th  

5:00 -  7:00 p.m.  

You are going to want to grab your camera for a few good 

laughs as we go to a thrift store in Woodbury and buy each 

other outfits. Afterward, we will show off our style when 

we go to dinner at Applebeeõs wearing what we just bought. 

The more obnoxious the outfit is, the better. We will meet 

at Resurrection at 5 p.m. and wrap up dinner by 6:30. Any      

parents or adults who are interested in coming along for 

the event please e -mail Hannah at hkoehler@resurrection -
woodbury.org or call at 651 -730 -1000, ext. 228.  
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As Faith Outfitters, our goal 

is to equip children with : 

Friends in Godõs family, 

Adventures in Godõs word, 

Images of Godõs love, 

Trust in Godõs promises,  

H earts & hands for Godõs world. 

 

MARK
 

Your Calendar!  

For information about Faith Outfitters, contact Sarah Storvick 

at 730 -1000, x225 or sstorvick@resurrection -woodbury.org. 

With specific Sunday School questions, contact Betsy Hickey at 

730-1000, x224 or  bhickey@resurrection-woodbury.org.  

     Nov. 13  Christmas Program Planning Meeting ~ 10 a.m. 

 Nov. 22 Faith Outfitters Leadership Team ~ 7 pm 

    Nov.  27   ADVENTure  ~ 4:30 p.m. 

 

  

Life at the dock  
Thank you to the Sunday School students who generously donate to 

our current offering project ð those suffering in the Horn of Africa. 

Faith Outfitters will send all contributions given, through December, 

to the ELCA Disaster Response effort. The students have challenged 

themselves to raise $500 and they are well on their way!  

Your child may be wearing a green wristband as a reminder of this 

yearõs theme verse from 1 Corinthians 13:13 And now faith, hope, 

and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. You may 

want to help them find this verse in a Bible at home, place it in a 

prominent place in your home, or memorize it as a family.  

Please remember to have your child wear a nametag to the dock each 

Sunday.  This helps leaders and peers get to know one another!  

Gifts of Love  
Sunday, November 27th 
4:30 p.m. 

Come along on an ADVENTure! Families are invited 
to a fun afternoon creating ways to observe Advent at 
home. The ADVENTure begins with a meal and then 
all ages can visit various craft stations. Weõll wrap up 
with a time of devotion. All participants will take 
home decorations and resources to focus on the true 
gifts of the season throughout Advent. 
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Family Christmas Celebration  
Sunday, December 11th  
3:00 p.m.  

Eight students proudly display the new Bibles 

they selected after taking part in the Bible Expe-

dition. They may continue to explore their new 

Bibles at Bible Expedition II in February 2012.  

Fill November  

With Thanksgiving  
Many holidays become far more than 

the one-day event they were designed 

to be. Giving thanks certainly would be 

a perfect activity to overflow beyond 

the last Thursday in November! Chal-

lenge your family to fill November with 

an attitude of gratitude!  

¶ Find a plain table runner or placemat and each 

week, using fabric paint or markers, add things for 

which each family member is grateful. Use this as 

part of your Thanksgiving table.  

¶ Search for verses about thankfulness in the Bible. 

Try reading these with your children: Psalm 52:9, 1 

Corinthians 11:24, Philippians 4:6, 1 Thessalonians 

5:18. Write one on a bathroom mirror with dry erase 

markers.  

¶ Talk about people important to your family and help 

your child draw or write a note of thanks. Mail cards 

to people who nourish you.  

¶ Create a new prayer for mealtime or bedtime this 

month. Help children choose their own words, or 

find options like this with an internet search:  

Thank you God for all that grows,  

Thank you for the skyõs rainbows, 

Thank you for the stars that shine,  

Thank you for these friends of mine,  

Thank you for the moon and sun,  

Thank you God for all youõve done! 

Celebrate the events of One Starry Night ! 
Families can visit a Bethlehem marketplace, meet characters from the Nativity 

story, and then join in an interactive dramatization of that special night.  

Interested families can sign up to help narrate our program.  

If you would like to be a part of this event, join planners on Sunday,        

November 13 between worship hours,  or contact Sarah Storvick to learn 

more. Children will bring home an information flyer from the dock. 

ReCharge Yourself!   

Saturday, January 7th   

9:00 a.m.  

Join other Faith Outfitters and Compass volunteers at 

this local conference for people ministering to chil-

dren, youth and families. We will carpool to St.       

Andrewõs Church in Mahtomedi for inspiring keynote 

speakers and your choice of 3 workshops from 20     

options, including:  

Using Technology in Ministry  

Ministering to Adolescent Girls  

Children  with Autism -What  Makes  Them  Tick?  

Chaperones to Shepherds  

Family Sabbath  

Please RSVP, by November 16th, to Sarah Storvick, 

Betsy Hickey, or Hannah Koehler.  

Give 

Thanks 




