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In This Issue To call all people to a vibrant life of faith in Christ

3 sy, Falth for Lie

As we return from our time at the Faith For Lifeis a morning to try, to

Alpha Pg. 4 manger, and enter into a new calendar |earn, to grow, to welcome, to reflect.
year, we are given a natural time to Three howlong sessions are scheduled
reflect. Can we, like the Magifurn  that morning and you can register for
another Wayiow has our Christmas one or all three. Within each session,
worship touched our lives? How will - multiple workshops are offered, some
our route into 2012 nourish the faith, designed to help ydwst in Jesus as
hope, and love given to us in the birth Saviorpthers created to teach ways to

(¥4  AllYouth of Jesus? |l i ve t he ,aralbkomemeant G
e _Event! _ to serve the world GodFexlesps you
SKY ZONE™ pg. 6 One opportunity for growth and  will adopt a new discipline for Lent, or

encour agement Fats Rmeagbe ryduewdlt meet rs@ione new.
For Life event. Saturday, February 4, T wo of t he mor nin
you are invited to a morning of work- specifically for new members, with
shops to sustain, challenge, support or opportunities for fellowship through-
equip you for the vibrant life found in  out the event.

Parenting Christ.

mr@pts Workshop

4 by, Crag MeCourt

Pg. 8

Faith For Life (Continued on @age

Mends Bible Study Grou

Tuesdays, January 10thFebruary 28th
6:30- 7:20 a.m.

Resurrection Student LIFE Center

LUTHERAN CHURCH A Mengs Bibl e Study wi || be offere
9925 Bailey Road Meeting early in the morning on Tuesdays, it will be a great way &tgump
Woodbury MN 55129 your day! The study will be led by Pastor John and lvar Sorenson. Bibles will

(651) 730-1000 provided and coffee will be served.

www resurrection-woodbury,org
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Listen

Past r! @egto make a confession. Often | am a poor listener. | underst™
. the importance of listening to others as they express their id
PerSpeCtlve opinions and emotions. Unless | take time to fully understand ano

per sonos perspectlve, I wi | | nu. bl e
or her. My problem is that often my mind is racing ahead to hoW#stor John Keller
wi || respond, l ooking f-oentmy. @plenhagetbegremednt Myt ¢
only valuabl e when | have taken time to understand

Jesus was one who listened. In Mark 10, he encountered a blind man on the side of road who called out to t
0Son of Davi d, have mercy on me. 6 Jesus instructed
a simple questiom, Wh a t d o Hg didunotwvassuinte 200know what the man wanted of him. He might have
simply healed him, but instead he listened to the main By, t e a ¢ h e r ,Jeslisdhten respond®dGeo , a g ¢
your faith Immediately theman eceived dis dighto

As we | isten to one another, we also sharpen our al
of us about our ability to he&wWhy do you spend your money for that
not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Imglirstemur ear,

so t hat (caah55¥Ba)y. |Asvewe | earn to |isten to others, w
in our daily 1ife. Pewer of Rragtaryrielbve , see Pastor Ronos
As we enter a new year, perhaps you can join me in
perspective prior to giving your own. And part of t
daily life.

W An Answer to Someoned0s Praygpgr
- — By Pastor Ron Freimark

TFHI%,Z?NE‘]{)F :Da:tmor 3 r;r?()sl ! Qﬁggésot iWorr: taen dabé)#éoumryasgeelme na‘

such an answer.
| was fully prepared to continue my usual routine of volunteer ministry at Resurrection. Then in early Npvemt
out of the blue, | received a phone call from Susan Miller at the St. Paul Area Synod Office. She askid me
would consider being interviewed for a-tialé position as Interim Associate Pastor at St. Luke Luthpran
Church in Cottage Grove. She was convinced | had the gifts to help St. Luke at this time. (She knew m¢ from
time of working with Resurrection during the call process in 2010). A number of pastors had been ingerviev
previously but for various reasons were not chosen. | agreed to an interview and was offered the pogition.
Il nterim Lead Pastor told me | ater, o0This is a Gpd

It was not my prayers that brought this about since | had not even thought of doing any interim ministry} On t
contrary, it was the congregationds prayers thajt
needs at this time. Once | was identi fied, of E O U
beginning of the process | did feel like | was being called for this interim ministry. The power of grayer
awesome! May vyou and | be readypyHeDper amnpgleiadéBg 0 d Gjmd 6
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Susan Asplund

Office Assistant
sasplund@resurrection -woodbury.org
651-730-1000 x224

Mission Leadership Team Update Resurrection Staf f

As | write this in midDecember, the MLT is in the
latter stages of planning the 2012 budget. On behalf

members of the MLT, Stewardship, and Finance tea Larry Fredin

| can report that 2011 is ending very close to plan. Custodian

: . Ifredi ion -woodbury. .
I am devoting this month pﬁgqresé"remfmowoopuryorc?v|d ng
some insight into the budget process in advance of t Sue Guck

upcoming Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 12thrim Diekmann Office Coordinator

The budget process is primarily about fulfillin sguck@resurrection -woodbury.org
1€ budget p 1S primarily g our _ 651-730-1000 x221

mission, as well as living within our means. This involves balancing tiree

things: whatomesin, whatgoesout, and savings for our future. Betsy Hickey _
Sunday School Coordinator

We have a good understanding of our expenses. 80% of the budget [gdbiskey@resurrection -woodbury.org
toward paying for our church building and our staff. Our mortgage i§ &51-730-1000x224

fixed expense, but we are considering if we can benefit from refinangngonn Keller

Compensation to our staff is fairly consistenttpegear. We strive to be ||| Pastor

fair and reasonable by considering compensation information compile ller@resurrection -woodbury.org

our Synod. The big change in staff from 2011 is hiring Hannah Koehlef a 1-730-1000 x223

a parttime Youth Director. This is a departure from the past year, whrHannah Koehler

we filled this position with an intern from Luther Seminary. While interfpsYouth Director

are partially subsidized by Luther, they also leave when they gradugfgenier@resunecton -woodbury.org
which breaks the connection they spent months building with our youth

. . - . . . Brad Kolstad
In a consistent, patime position Hannah will have the time to buildl |nerim worship Leader

rapport and connections with our youth. bkolstad@resurrection -woodbury.org

. : . | .651-733-1000 x226
Our savings for the future is reflected in our bank account. Our goal ig to

have at least three times our monthly expenses in savings. In 2011 we|w&deh Storvick _ )
consistently at o stable, rhat rsomtetbisg Wexzv'ﬂijﬁsré tar eu ealldrens

sstorvick@resurrection -woodbury.org
651-730-1000 x225

The whatcomesin part is more challenging because it is less predictaljle.

For 2012, we received 105 Estimate of Giving (EOG) pledggs,

of Mission Leadership Tea m

continue to work on in 2012.

representing about 2/3 of our members. The EOGs help remove muc

the guesswork of planning the budget; thank you to those who submijteskott Nelson, President

one. | 6ve heard that some are anfpe®pdySvicerBslett t he Jacc
(what i f something happens? what| 4piekhanCa@anot gi v w h
in reality some give a little more, some a little less, and it averages out} Hag. Forberg

benefit of predictability helps us responsibly manage our finances. Lynell Grieser, Secretary

The final part of the budget involves you. If you come to the AnnualJohn McRell

Meeting on Sunday, February 12th, you will be presented the propg@se@dstor John Keller

budget in detail, get a chance to ask questions and make commentsy &Ry 1 may be reached by e -mail at:
exercise your right as a member to vote. Please be in prayer for the MUT &s@resurrection -woodbury.org |
we complete the proposed budget.

The Connection
Renae Jensen, Editor
‘ riensen@iphouse.com

November Income: $36,840
November Expenses: $45,539
Bank Balance: $41,154

651-436-5505

Comments, ideas and announcements
are welcome. The deadline for contribu-
tions to The Connection is the 15th of the

November
Financials:
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In the News

13" Annual Womenods

February 24 ™ 7:30 p.m. & February 26 ™ 12:00 p.m.
@ Luther Point Retreat Center, Grantsburg, WI
(Approximately 1% hours from Woodbury).

=

nt

“I I
Alpha Course i]ijé”

If God did exist what would you ask?

Thursday evenings,
January 19thd March 29th AL
St. Luke Lutheran Church, Cottage Grove

Godos Timeless Tremasu

6:1508:30 p.m. AAnd surely | am with you al ways,
WHAT IS ALPHA? . Matthew 28:20
The Alpha course is an opportunity for anyone to Bxtadies, it is time to get away from the routine and escape
plore the Christian faith in a relaxed and -ndn Your responsibilities for a weekend! Imagine a weekend with

. . . .m0 cooking, no cleaning, and no one to take care of except you!
threatening environment. No one is put on the SpotianQq combine that with a weekend filled with girlfriends (new
guestion is too simple or too hostile.

and old), laughter, Bible study and worship time, music, and
WHO IS ALPHA FOR?

relaxation. Enjoy the peaceful wooded scenery with a nature
' _ hike, or just curl up by the fireplace with a good book during
Alpha is for everyone, especially: our free time. Sounds good, right?
1 Those wanting to investigate Christianity
1 New Christians

T New members
1 Those who want to brush up on the basics

The retreat planning team has been preparing this retreat
for months now, and we have some great things planned for
you. Use this registration form or find one in the church
lobby, and sign up by February 12th. See you there!

Womenos Retreat P Brewnee KrgegerT éog m
Peterson, Becky Bennett, Lynell Grieser, Mari Salamanca, Su

. . L = Sorenson, Sarah Sorenson -Wagner, Danielle Swan.

Pastor Ron Freimark will lead a joint Alpha course«for

Resurrection and St. Luke Lutheran in Cottage Grave, ) ) o
at St. Luke. Brochures with registration forms are awaiRegistration Fee is $100 ~ Due to contractual obligations
able in the lobby. Please register by January E5tMth Luther Point, a nonrefundable fee of $25 is included in
Childcare is available. If you have questions, pléalé%*" registration. Please make checks payable to Resurrec-
contact Alpha Director Ron Freimark at -B@B9 or = tion. Registration DeadlineFebruary 12, 2011
ronjonf@comcomecast.net

Registration Form

Alpha Marriage Course

Name:
Sunday evenings, Phone:
January 8thd March 11th
Preferred method of communication : Wedd | i ke tg s

Make time for your marriage! Couples are invited fo @mmunications to retreat attendees by email. If this is a
10week Alpha Marriage Course facilitated by Chlickood way to reach you, please provide your email address on
and Beth Wright in their home. There is no group GiSthe registration form, otherwise we will gladly send you in-
cussion and couples are not asked to disclose anyihifagnaﬂon by regular mail.

about their relationship. Register by contacting Chiuck

at cdwright99@aol.com Ron Freimark atron- =« Email

jonf@comcomcastvegte time for your marriage!

Address:

Allergies/Sensitivities:

Food First Sunday!
| need to drive separately.

Did you know there are hungry people right here in the | can drive a carpool of (#) including myself.
Southeast Metro? The Senior Life group collects fbod 18d like to ride in a ¢
on the first Sunday of every month, for donation to thepjease put me in a carpool with:
Christian Cupboard food shelf. Donations may be left

in the collection box in the entrance of the church.

o))

©
o
o
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Fun in Fellowship

Bowling Night at PINZ Come for bowling,
conversation or both! Adults (21 & older), please sig
up in the lobby. Since this is a popular event we are a
ing for payment at the time of sigp to reserve your
spot. Maximum of 60 bowlers. Sign up by Wednesdd

January 4th. Questions? Please contact Rachel Dillof a

mndillons@yahoo.com.

Saturday, January 7th
7:00- 9:30 p.m.
Cost: $15.00/person; shoes, food & beverages extra

Christmas Cleanup

Help is needed to pack up the Christmas decoratio

around the church. Please contact Ann Behnken if ypu Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

are able to assist with this project.

Tuesday, January 3rd
11:30 a.m.

faith

Faith In ACT!ON Day

in ACTION )
Team Forming

BE THE CHURCH

Faith in ACT!ON Day is a wonderful day of giving back t
the community in a variety of ways. There will be seve)

different types of volunteer opportunities provided on Sufi- The Wednesday evening Book Study will &adyGirls

day, March 25 and everyone can volunteer for someth

that interests them. The planning process is underway and® I 0 @ ¢ h

we are looking for a few people to be a part of the team,|
you have always loved Faith in ACT!ON Day and ha

Senior Life Fellowship
n Wednesdays, January 11th & 25tt
5k2:00 p.m.
Student LIFE Center

BIBLE

Study Groups

Y All seniors are welcome to Bible study to disduss

ur Speaking Goadm the book of Hebrews. Join if
at anytime, for lively discussions and fellowship.
Friends are always welcome and encouraged tp at-
tend. Coffee and treats will be served.

Womenoés Bible & Book
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Beginning January 10th

hs Student LIFE Center

St

Beginning January 11th
Location varies

Join the Tuesday morning Bible Study group to digcuss
Practice ResurreafioBugene Peterson, based on the

book of Ephesians. The Book Study group will begin| the
new year witiwelve Ordinary k\edohn F. MacArthur.

The Tuesday morning groups meet together at 9:30
for fellowship before breaking into discussion groups
women are welcome to join in at any time previous
Bible study experience necessary! Contact Diana
mack for more information.

a.m.
All

Cam-

o

ral

ngof the Billly Liz Curtis Higgs. Higgs offers a unique
to understanding
If ture, providing lessons from which women today
e learn. Please contact Terri Nelson at5@08 with ques-

ap-
t h
can

some ideas for this year

Iteng.s e get involved! 1tds| a

way to serve. For more information or to sign up to serve

contact Terri Dokken &iDokken@comcasimé&366310.

e
AboutUs

Prayers forPhyllis Edwards and her teamdlye recoverg

from a stroke. Her Caring Bridge websitecasingisng-

bridge.org/visit/phyllisedwards1

If you have had a recent celebration or loss that
included in OAbout

he Wo mends Bo ok

Tuesday
celebrated together at their annual Christmas Brunch, gra-

yo@uliftebstiEby Ann Behnken. If you would like to join this fun
U s-1000. g Hungh@f galg plegsgepntpet Dipn Gemmechalp$8 g R 18 f | 6

morning
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CRMPASS

Serve a Meal
with CURE Ministries the e

Monday, January 9th Year
4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 2 12
East Immanuel Lutheran Church

St. Paul

0/ was hungry and you gave me sometPYGgt @ ot Bgs New ,Npar s [Holyi day
and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you will be no MIX this month. Watch for details in mid -
invited me i nédad Matthew 25:35 January for the February 5th SOUPer Bowl MIX Party!

Part of Compass Ministriesd vision statement is that we are com-
mitted to active service. To help fulfill that vision, Hannah is T| M Team Reunionl

getting a group together to serve at East Immanuel Lutheran
Church in St. Paul. There are opportunities to serve the meal,
help with the youth, and hand out groceries, clean up, etc. We

Wednesday, January 11th
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

will meet at Resurrection at 4:00 p.m. and carpool together to Letds get together and reconne
East Immanuel Lutheran Church to be there by 4:45 p.m. We ticipants will gather for a time of reflection, prayer, and

should be done serving by 7:00 p.m. and will return shortly after discussing ways that TIM Teamers can be continued

to Resurrection. leaders and servants in Christ.

-~ ol MPACT: Leave :

Pathflnders \Jp /7, ‘ January 6th - 7th

I 6:30 p.m. Friday - 4:30 p.m. Saturday
& N avi g atO rs H‘- d Cost: $55 per participant
Bethel University

Saturday, January 14th S o sm
6:00 - 9:00 p.m. KY Z NE Resurrection is bringing a group of senior high students

Cost: $13 per ticket to IMPACT, a 24 -hour retreat that will engage students
while studying the word of God. The retreat begins

Middle School and High School youth are invited to join us as we i ) ) 4 q }
go to SKY ZONE! Sky Zone has <cre atF”e%yeva?nnmg att?'aol A ang Bnes S\?vt%rra)f &38'%0

first three -dimensional walled playing fields. This playing field is p-m. Theh.retrea:j IEdUd_es gma2|nghBI|bI|c§L teach;]nglgl,
so original and unique, it was awarded a United States Patent. grfedat w:)rs 'p’_ ahn _ousmg na Be:{ el resl ence. Ia '
Join us for the open jump and some dodge ball for 60 minutes. riday late -night pizza party, conierence materials,

After our time at Sky Zone we will head back to the church for IMPACT T -shirt, Sa.turday t-)reakfast,.lunch, and snacks.
. I Come be a part of this amazing experience.
some ice-cream sundaes and chill time.

For information about Compass Ministries, contact Hannah

Find us on ;
Facebook Resurrection Lutheran Church Youth Koehler at 730 -1000, x228 or hkoehler @resurrection-wood-
bury.org.
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High School
Bible Study & Pizza

Sundays at Noon, January 8th - 29th
Student LIFE Center

Expect challenging devotions, prayer, and fun fellowship.
Please bring $4 to help cover the cost of pizza. We are
exploring topics such as: Discover Who you Really Are and
The Law & the Prophets. Bring friends and your Bibles!
CrossFire will be here on Sunday, January 8th and will join
us for Bible Study after worship!

ELCA Youth Gathering  _
Monthly Info Meeting

Sunday, January 8th
5:00 p.m.
Faith Ouitfitters Ephesians 2:14-20

Those who have reserved their spots for the ELCA Youth
Gathering will have the opportunity to come to monthly
meetings combined with King of Kings Lutheran Church.
Matthew Fulcher from King of Kings will be leading our first
meeting for the Gathering. This will be a time to learn more
about the logistics of the trip, cover any questions that
families and participants may have, and begin to form
relationships with other youth participants. King of Kings
will host the February meeting, and Hannah will lead it.

2012 ELCA Youth Gathering
citizens with the saints

Mall of America
Scavenger Hunt

Faith For Life (Continued from page

Watch for more information about specific sessions at You can register for one, two or thFeéth For Life work-
Resurrectionds website and
folders. Options will include:

T

)l
)l
)l

Praying the Psalms, led by Ivar Sorenson
Good Grief, led by Pastor John Keller
Bible Study on Trust, led by Sarah Storvick

stiops, ab Well as @ dptiogahlundh Wikh tien FonLie W C
participants. Join us as together we grow in the vibrant life
| came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. Joh

Warm up a winter morning and nourish yourfiaiiith for
life!

~

Processing Lifeds Losses, l ed by Resurrectionds

Matters of the Mind ministry

Parents, Teens, & Money, led by Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans

Feeding Godods Peopl e:
Safety Regulations, led by Ruth Petran & Susan
Asplund

Amicus One to One Progrémearn how to
volunteer as a supportive ear for a prison inmate

February 4, join us for sessions such as:
Good Grief ~ What can we learn from a journey
through grief? What role does our Christian faith glay in
the grief process? Is being stoic and unemotional the
camen psl having g strong faith? Is Mrieb lignited to the
death of a loved one? How can | help someone who is
grieving? These and other questions will be discussed
and answered during this workshop.
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r N — 7
BA l H As Faith Outfitters, our goal
is to equip children with
O”t Itte"g Friends in Goddés family,
Adventures in Godoés|fword
Resurrectlon Images of Goddés | ove
: ' ini i T toi God?® :
Children's /{ Ministries rust o tnoGodos prompses
Hearts & hands fdor |[(Godds
- . ———
Faith Immersion
| have enjoyed some ideas from a new book titted Home P\RK o PR R4
Grown: Handbook for Christian Parenting . The author cal \e(\da o0 §
writes about her chil drends @V Yh a.-'T—'rench 4
immersion program at school and how it demonstrates .....-"' g
that immersing children in a language is much more Uﬂec“ |
effective than studying it for just a few hours each F) -e\l'\S“m q
we e k. She goes on to remind s t@a@vossg“‘aitﬁtbncen?mer3|on q
. . . ' n. 5 C,On e L4
is no different. You can send your kids to Sunday Jal narge g
: , § ReC dock |
School, VBA, and worship together in church every e Jan. Eire e atl € -00 a.m. p
Sunday, but in order to really grow in faith, they need - CrosS " - .00 a.Mm- |
to move beyond learning about it - they need to live in ¢ Jan previe Sem‘ 7:00 P m.q
it How you 06dod dailyzlbaf\éﬂ WthNO(\kaaﬁe? cq‘\b‘ted“?*en..mat-
ters. It matters to God and it matters to your kids, E 21 Red fiers
whose experience of God is shaped by their experiences 8 Jan- A out .
with you. o g Jan. 2 FTLAN
I recommend this book for parents and families and ;.-""..

hope to find the right opportunity to share highlights
from it later this winter or spring. In the meantime,
please consider attending the Real World Parents
Seminar Faith Oultfitters is hosting on Saturday morn-
ing, January 21st. Join us to hear a wonderful parent-
ing speaker!

Donot mi s -hour tworkskop, delping parents
discover how to pass on the faith in the real world.
Childcare will be provided, though we may reach
capacity, so please register your childcare needs soon.
The cost for this event is $10. Participants will receive
a workbook to take home and Resurrection also re-
ceives materials for follow -up discussions. Presenter
Craig McCourt brings over 20 years of family and
youth ministry experience, is a parent himself, and has
a passion for faith -filled families. He has seen this
seminar benefit parents of children of all ages. We hope
you can join us on the 21st. Invite a friend!

Parents

Workshop Presented by: Craig McCourt

Saturday, January 21st
9:00 a.m. - noon
Faith Outfitters

Welcome, CrossFire!

CrossFire, a ministry team of

: Youth Encounter, leads our
i time at the dock on Sunday,
i January 8th. Resurrection is
jserving as t he
i church while they prepare for

| over three months in Africa.
| If you would like to assist by

| providing one meal for the
team from January 5th to the
9th, contact Sarah Storvick.

For information about Faith Outfitters, contact Sarah
Storvick at 730 -1000, x225 or sstorvick@resurrection-
woodbury.org. With specific Sunday School questions,
contact Betsy Hickey at 730 -1000, x224 or
bhickey@resurrection-woodbury.org.
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Thank you to all who
planned, participated,
prepared, performed,
and prayed! We enjoyed
remembering
One Starry Night.

Offering Project Thanks 2012 VBA

The Sunday School children are excited to share that they ex- Planners are preparing for this sum-
ceeded their goal of raising $600, to be given to drought relief in mer 0s Vacation Bi bl e
the Horn of Africa. Thanks to extra contributions from the con- us when we preview theme options at a
gregation, we exceeded our goal by $185, and with matching local VBA Preview event on Tuesday,
funds from Lutheran World Relief, the total contribution will be January 17th. Warm up your January

more than $1500. Thank you to all who donated to this project. with dreams of summer! Consider join-

Our next project will be announced at the dock this month. ing the team that will bring a whole

new summer adventure to Resurrection
June 21st-24th . To learn more, contact
Suzie Heideman, Jill Blissenbach, or

1:5/' Bible EXpedition [l Sarah Storvick.

Saturday, February 11th

Q

5:00 p.m.

Bible Explorers! Bring your Bible on another expedition! If you have been to Faith
Outfittersd Bible Expedition, join us for more
hel p you grow in famil i ar i-ignite that Bible EXpeddidhs wor d,

spark. Please sign up on the Faith Outfitters bulletin board.




