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Waiting. I have learned a thing or two 
about waiting this year. As we begin 
this season of Advent we are waiting 
for the coming of our Savior at Christ-
mas. Why do we have an Advent? 
What are we waiting for? 

I find that the daily task list and the 
calendar get so full at times that we 
often have no time to wait. Family, 
friends, work, school, sports, activities; 
they all demand our time. Perhaps our 
greatest temptation in the southeast 
suburbs is not clear-cut acts of        
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A Season of Waiting  

By Brian Jordahl  

disobedience, but rather simply distrac-
tion - giving up Godõs way to satisfy 
the everyday.  

God calls us each Sunday to a Sabbath 
rest. The season of Advent, like the 
Sabbath, is a call to rest, to prepare a 
place for our Savior in our life. I know 
what it is like to go from the busy, hec-
tic schedule to a schedule that is empty. 
Having lost my job late last year, I had 
many free days that I spent actively 
seeking and waiting for the next job. I 
waited é and waited é and waited. 

Waiting (Continued on page 7) 
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Ring the Bell  

for the Salvation Army  

Saturday, December 10th 
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Walmart in Woodbury 

Be part of the fun and get into the holiday spirit! Ring bells with your family or a 
friend for an hour or two. The Salvation Army's holiday fund-raising activities play a 
crucial role in sharing the spirit of the season with families in need. They do their best 
to ensure that no family goes without food, no child is without presents under the tree 
and that Christmas is a time of hope and healing. Share the joy of the season! It is a 
great family service project for Advent! 

Sign up for a shift in the lobby. If you have questions contact Terri Dokken at         
436-6310 or TDokken@comcast.net. 
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Community Engagement  

I love to preach. That should be no surprise for anyone who has 
worshipped at Resurrection during the past year. I deeply believe 
Godõs Word is a dynamic, creative, powerful force that seeks to 
recreate us into the image of God and I delight in my call to 
preach here at Resurrection. There is one problem. Preaching 
often fails.  

What I fear is that preaching becomes a performance that does not truly engage us as a community. Our society is 
so dependent on experts but the Word is for all of us and should not be dependent on one or two people to inter-
pret it. Rather we need to engage the scriptures as a community, thinking, questioning, discussing, enacting to-
gether. In Acts 2:42 we read that the earliest church members òcommitted themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life 
together, the common meal, and the prayers.ó The apostleõs teaching was the beginning of the New Testament in our Bi-
ble. Their conversation centered on Jesus: his life, death and resurrection.  

So I want to offer a couple of ideas. The first is a simple one: join a Bible Study where you engage in conversation 
with others centered on the scripture. You donõt have to be an expert to understand the Bible. A good study Bible, 
like the Lutheran Study Bible, offers good notes to help you through some of the sticky passages. But the primary 
question is to ask, òWhat is God doing/asking in this passage?ó and the second is òWhat is this passage asking of 
me or us?ó 

If you are looking for a study group there are several here at Resurrection. Ivar Sorenson and I will be starting a 
Menõs Bible study on Tuesday mornings, 6:30-7:20, beginning January 10, at Resurrection. I will not be lecturing, 
but we will engage the Bible together. No experience necessary. Bibles will be provided. For other Bible study op-
portunities, please see page 5. 

The second idea is that some Sunday soon, in the middle of my sermon, I may just ask you to turn to your 
neighbor and discuss some question or part of scripture. Who says a sermon needs to be only one way communica-
tion?  

Are You Still There?  
By Pastor Ron Freimark  

My car has the SYNC phone feature that enables me to make hands-free cell phone calls. If 
I check for messages and then do not immediately turn the phone off, or if I am slow in 
responding to a question, the voice asks, òAre you still there?ó When I heard that voice 
recently, I thought perhaps at times God asks me the same question: òAre you still there? If 
you are still there, why are you not talking to me? Have you forgotten that I am here to 
listen to you? What is your concern? What is your question? What is troubling you?ó 

Misquoting his memory verse for the week, Call on me in the day of troubleé, a little boy recited the verse like 
this: òCall me up in the day of troubleé.ó In a real sense God does invite us to call him up. Not just in the day 
of trouble, but in all circumstances of our life each and every day. Talk with God as though he were on a 
phone. If we grow weary and faithless in our prayer life we deprive ourselves of a power that enables us to face 
the challenges of our day.  

As we enter the Advent season, let us live out the meaning of the word Advent: coming. First, we should thank 
God for coming to us in the flesh and blood of baby Jesus in the manger but second, let us come to him in 
prayer, following the admonition of St. Paul: épray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstancesé(1 Thess. 5:16). 

Are you still there? Yes, God I am still here. Thanks for waiting! Thanks for listening to me!  

Pastor John Keller  

Pastorõs 

Perspective 
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651-730-1000 x228 
 

Brad Kolstad  
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651-733-1000 x226 
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Director of Childrenõs & Youth Ministries 
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Mission Leadership Tea m 

Scott Nelson, President  

Deb Daly, Vice President  

Tim Diekmann  

Bette Forberg  

Lynell Grieser, Secretary  

John McRell  

Pastor John Keller  

The MLT may be reached by e -mail at:  

mlt@resurrection -woodbury.org  

 

The Connection  
Renae Jensen, Editor  

rjensen@iphouse.com  

651-436-5505 
Comments, ideas and announcements 

are welcome. The deadline for contribu-

tions to The Connection is the 15th of the 

month. Please contact the editor for more 

information.  

The majority of the November Mission Leadership 
Team meeting related to prayerful consideration of the 
Resurrection budget for 2012. We are closely tracking 
the 2011 budget that was approved at the congrega-
tional meeting last February. We will use last yearõs 
budget as the basis for our 2012 budget. The goal is to 
plan for our needs now and in the future.  

We first want to thank you for your response with your 
Estimate of Giving Cards. If you have not yet sent in your EOG, we en-
courage you to do so. These estimates help Resurrection plan, not only for 
the mortgage and staff salaries, but also for how we can touch lives inside 
and out of our current Resurrection family. This time of year MLT receives 
input from the various ministry teams on what financial needs they may 
have to support our mission for a vibrant life in Christ. It should not sur-
prise you that we have ongoing needs for the mortgage, insurance and sala-
ries but also for technology like computers, printers and audio-visual 
needs. Also, it is important to fund our youth programs providing our 
young people with wonderful experiences to grow in Christ. The MLT will 
be meeting on a frequent basis to consider the ministry team needs and our 
ability to plan for them. Once we have all the EOGs and the needs identi-
fied, we will present the recommended budget to you at the annual congre-
gational meeting on Sunday, February 12, 2012.  

Sarah Storvick shared with the MLT an exciting opportunity for a youth 
mission trip that Hannah will lead in summer 2012. We supported the con-
cept and some ideas for offsetting the cost for those able to attend. You 
will hear more about it from Hannah and Sarah in the next few weeks. 

One of the goals for Resurrection is spreading the word of Christ in the 
communities of Southwest Washington County. Technology is one way we 
believe we can influence people in our area. Pastor John gave us an update 
on our website so that we can not only increase our social media presence 
with Twitter and Facebook, but also presented some new technologies for 
us, such as streaming the Sunday morning message. A team is looking at 
available options and how we can creatively use these resources. 

Finally, nominations are currently being accepted for the MLT and the Au-
dit Team. If you are interested in serving on either of these teams, please 
talk to Pastor John or any MLT member. An application form is available 
on the church website and in the office. Please prayerfully consider serving 
Resurrection in this type of leadership role. 

  

         October Income: $49,536 
  October Expenses: $44,938 

 Bank balance: $49,853 

Mission Leadership Team Update  

Lynell Grieser  

 

October 
Financials: 

If planning on gifting stock in 2011, please pick up a 
Stock Donation Form in the office and submit it by 
December 15, 2011. 
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In the News  

Alpha Marriage 

Course  

Sunday evenings, 
beginning January 8th 

The Marriage Course is very practical and gives any mar-
ried couple the tools to build a strong and healthy marriage 
that lasts a lifetime. Couples talk about important issues 
that can get swept under the carpet in the rush of daily life. 
Topics covered include communication, making time for 
each other, healing past hurts, and more! 

Privacy as a couple is always respected. There is no group 
discussion and couples are not asked to disclose anything 
about their relationship to anyone else. If you are inter-
ested, please register by sending your intentions to Alpha 
Director Ron Freimark at ronjonf@comcast.net.  

Menõs Bible Study Group 
Tuesdays, January 10th - February 28th 
6:30 - 7:20 a.m. 
Student LIFE Center 

A Menõs Bible Study will be offered for 8 weeks start-
ing January 10th. Offered early in the morning on 
Tuesdays, it will be a great way to jump-start your day! 
The study will be led by Pastor John and Ivar 
Sorenson. Bibles will be provided and coffee will be 
served. 

Come prepare the church for Christmas this Advent 
season.  You will enjoy the music, laughter and cama-
raderie.  And maybe be inspired to begin decorating at 
home too!  Stop in for whatever time you can give.  
Lunch will be available December 1st.   

Thursday, December 1st, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Tuesdays, December 6th & 13th, 11:00 a.m. - noon 

As we wait for our Saviorõs birth, we 
can share the gift of hope with our 
neighbors.  The Christian Cupboard 
provides a gift for children in need, 
right here in our community. 

Resurrection is collecting gifts for 
children ages 0-18 that live in Wood-
bury. The Giving Tree will be in the 
lobby. Choose an ornament from the 
tree featuring a child in need and 
bring an unwrapped gift for them to 
church by Sunday, December 18th. 
Feel free to take more than one orna-
ment if you would like to. 

More than 50% of the children are teenagers, and gift 
cards make nice presents for them. Monetary donations 
are also welcome.  

Questions? Please contact Stacy LeMay at 730-7029. 

Christmas Poinsettias  
Remember your loved ones this Christmas with a poin-
settia to decorate Resurrection for the season. Place 
your order in the lobby by Sunday, December 11th. 
Cost is $12 each.  For details please contact Micki 
Fredin at 459-1334. 

Give through 
December 18th 

2012 Womenõs Retreat 

Allow yourself time to relax, meet new friends and feel 
Godõs love. If youõve never attended a Resurrection 
womenõs retreat, you really should come! We have al-
ready begun planning for a wonderful weekend, and 
hope you can join us. Look for more information and 
registration materials in January. 

February 24th - 26th 
Luther Point Retreat Center, Grantsburg, WI  

Resurrection Lutheran Church, Woodbury, MN  
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Senior Life Fellowship  
Wednesday, December 14th 
2:00 p.m. 
Student LIFE Center 

All seniors are welcome to Bible study to discuss 
Our Speaking God from the book of Hebrews.  We 
meet once in December but will continue our twice 
monthly schedule in January.  Join in at anytime, 
for lively discussions and fellowship.  Friends are 
always welcome and encouraged to attend.   

Womenõs Bible Studies 
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. 
December 6th and 13th 
Student LIFE Center  
 

Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
December 1st and 8th    
Location varies 

Join the Tuesday morning Bible Study group to review 
and discuss an Advent book titled, Advent Reflections: I 
Wonder as I Wander.   The Book Study group will wrap up 
their study of The Me I Want to Be, by John Ortberg.  

These groups meet together at 9:30 a.m. for fellowship 
before breaking into discussion groups. Contact Diana 
Cammack for more information. 

On Thursday evenings, another womenõs group is also 
reading Advent Reflections: I Wonder as I Wander. Contact 
Tonya Bushard for more information about this group. 

Condolences to Colleen Roberts, Sondra Hampton and family, 
& Tonya Bushard and family on the death of their husband 
and father. 

Condolences to Jon & Sarah Storvick and family on the 
death of Jonõs father. 

Condolences to Nate Crow on the death of his wife 
Victoria. 

Congratulations to Bob & Alecia Gazzola on the birth of 
their daughter. 

If you have had a recent celebration or loss that you would like 
included in òAbout Usó, please call the church office at 730-1000.  

The 8th Annual Variety Show & Silent Auction will 
be your favorite wintertime family event, so mark 
your calendars! Warm your heart with music and 
fun, and friendly bidding, as Resurrectionõs talented 
musicians, actors, and puppeteers entertain. 

Many hands are needed, so watch for sign-ups in 
the lobby to volunteer for refreshments and set-
ups, donate silent auction items, or contribute your 
TALENT! òSpecial Tableó reservations will be of-
fered this year on a limited basis, so be sure to sign 
up early to guarantee the best seats in the house! 

For more information or to get involved, contact 
Brad or Marcia Kolstad at bkolstad@resurrection-
woodbury.org.  
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8th Annual Variety Show & 

Silent Auction  

Saturday,  

January 28th  
 Doors open -6:00 p.m.  

 Show  starts - 6:30 p.m.  

The Tuesday morning Womenõs Book & Bible 

Study group donated 25 shoe boxes of gifts 

for Operation Christmas Child in November.  
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High School 
Bible Study & Pizza 

Sundays at Noon (except 12/25)  

Student LIFE Center  

Expect challenging devotions, prayer, and fun fellowship. 

Please bring a couple of dollars to help cover the cost of 

pizza. Hannah is leading a study series called Discover 
Who You Really Are . We are exploring topics such as: 

Who Defines You? and Protect your Identity . We will 

also will be looking at The Law and The Prophets .  On 

December 11, our study will be shorter; we will leave  

after pizza and devotions for the MOA Scavenger Hunt.   

thethe 

MIMI XX  
December 4thDecember 4th   

66-- 8 p.m.8 p.m.   

66-- 8th grade8th grade   

Join us for a night of GAMES at the December MIX.  It will be 

an evening of different types of games, including board games, 

carpet ball tournament, and extra long foosball table playoff! 

Be a part of the fun and fellowship with each other.  We will 

end the night by having a challenging devotion that you can re-

late to.   Bring .50 cents for snacks and invite a friend.    

Navigators 
MOA Photo 
Scavenger 
Hunt  

Sunday, December 11th  

12:00 p.m.  

All high school youth are invited to participate in the 

annual Mall of America Photo Scavenger Hunt! Please 

notice the date change! We will meet right after church; 

have a devotion, then leave for MOA. Small groups will 

race one another to find scenes in the mall and photo-

graph them.  Wear comfortable shoes! We will arrive 

back to church by 4:30 p.m.  Are you interested? Sign up 

in the lobby.  
Christmas Gift Carryout 

Tuesday, December 20th  

5:30 p.m.  

9- 12th grade  

Grab a friend and invite them to serve alongside you as we carry 

out gifts for families at the Woodbury Christian Cupboard. We 

will meet at the Christian Cupboard at 5:30 p.m. Parents are 

invited to join us as we serve our community. Please dress for 

the outdoors as we will be carrying gifts to patronsõ cars. After 

we finish serving at the Christian Cupboard we will drive to Per-

kins for some yummy dessert and coffee/hot chocolate.  Sign up 

in the lobby or RSVP to Hannah.  

Resurrection 
youth were the 
hands and feet 
of Jesus as they 
carried out 
Thanksgiving 
meals at the 
Christian 
Cupboard in 
November. 

For information about Compass Ministries, contact Hannah 

Koehler at 730 -1000, x228 or hkoehler @resurrection-wood-

bury.org.  

Pathfinders:    The Mix   The December  Mix is 

December 4th from 6:00-8:00PM. Because of the lack 

of snow on the ground, we are going to have an eve-

ning of different types of games!  We will have board 

games and a tournament with the carpet ball, and extra 

long fooseball table to see who is the champion of car-

pet ball and fooseball!  It is a time of fun and fellow-

ship with each other!  We end the night by having a 

challenging devotion that you can relate too. Ques-

tions?  E-mail Hannah at  
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What I found in that waiting was a renewed sense of turning 
to God for answers (when I had few answers), trusting in 
His provision (when my provision was uncertain), and wait-
ing for His timing. I also found the support of many of you 
during that difficult time, and I am so thankful for each of 
you.  

During that waiting, God blessed me in unique ways and 
reset my perspective. A job is not a burden, but a gift to do 
Godõs work and support your family. Each day is not a task 
list, but a celebration of new life. And our Lord is not sim-
ply the answer to all my wants, but rather a Savior who in 
His time and His way will redeem us. 

Waiting. It really was a gift for me. I pray for a more impor-
tant wait for all of us during this Advent. We all know what 
is coming in the next few weeks ð a thousand tasks to   

Waiting (Continued from page 1)   

complete. I pray for all of us this Christmas. Let us not be 
like the innkeeper who on the night of Jesusõ visitation 
found no room for Him. God will indeed come to us this 
Christmas.  

 Indeed you are a lamp, O Lord, 

 The Lord lightens my darkness 

This God ð His way is perfect; 

 The promise of the Lord proves true; 

 He is a shield for all who take refuge in Him. 

            2 Samuel 22:29,31 

ELCA 

Youth  

Gathering  
July 16th -  23rd  

New Orleans, LA  

9th -  12th graders  
Register by December 11th  

The ELCA Youth Gathering happens every three years and it 

is worth the wait! For 2012, Resurrection is partnering with 

King of Kingõs Lutheran Church high school students. To-

gether we are going to be citizens with the saints ! 

The Gathering program is built around three core practices ð 

Discipleship, Peacemaking, and Justice - which serve to ac-

centuate Godõs greatest commandment: to love the Lord our 
God and our neighbor as ourselves ( Matthew 22:34 -40). 

Come and be transformed as we gather with 40,000 other 

high school youth in New Orleans. Those currently in 9th -

12th grade may attend. To register please return a com-

pleted registration form with your $150 deposit by Decem-

ber 11th - registration forms and brochures are in the lobby.  

INFO SESSION : On Sunday, December 4th, Matthew    

Fulcher from King of Kingõs Lutheran Church will be at Resur-

rection after 10:30 worship to answer questions we may have 

and tell us more about the Gathering.  Contact Hannah to 

learn more or visit elca.org/gathering .   

Confirmation 
2011 
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As Faith Outfitters, our goal 

is to equip children with : 

Friends in Godõs family, 

Adventures in Godõs word, 

Images of Godõs love, 

Trust in Godõs promises,  

H earts & hands for Godõs world. 

 

MARK
 

Your Calendar!  

For information about Faith Outfitters, contact Sarah Storvick 

at 730 -1000, x225 or sstorvick@resurrection -woodbury.org. 

With specific Sunday School questions, contact Betsy Hickey at 

730-1000, x224 or  bhickey@resurrection-woodbury.org.  

Dec. 11 One Starry Night ~ 3:00 p.m. 

 Dec. 13 Faith Outfitters Leadership Team ~ 7:00 p.m. 

 Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Worship at 3:15, 4:15, and 

5:15 p.m. Children worship with their 

families 

  Dec. 25 Christmas Worship at 10:30 a.m.       
        

 

No Sunday School 

Join us for Faith Outfittersõ Family Christmas Celebration. The fun begins at 

3:00 p.m. with a Bethlehem Marketplace. Visit several shops to create a Bible -

times toy, get your picture taken, test your Nativity Knowledge, enjoy story time, 

and more. At 4:00 p.m., all will gather in the worship area for a presentation of 

the Christmas story and Christmas carols. Children who can perform a selection 

of instrumental Christmas music are invited to contact Sarah Storvick with their 

song title. Any interested family can sign up to serve as narrators and children 

can request a costumed role. Grandparents are welcome too! Please bring a plate 

of cookies to share. 

Celebrate the events of  

One Starry Night ! 

Family  
Christmas 

Celebration  
Sunday, December 11  

3:00 p.m.  

Family         

ADVENTure  
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 Christmas Gifts  
Start or continue a tradition that helps your child focus  

on the true gift of Christmas:  

�x�� Read a new chapter book each year during Advent. Try titles such as Jothamõs 
Journey, Bartholomewõs Passage, or another book in that series. 

�x�� Give your child a piece of a nativity set each Christmas.  

�x�� Let your child select a nativity -themed ornament each year.  

�x�� If you receive Christmas mail, read it at your dinner table, and pray for the 

sender that evening.  

�x�� As you set up a manger scene, save the baby Jesus piece and save his arrival 

for Christmas Day.  

�x�� Light the candles of an Advent wreath each week.  

The Advent wreath, which originated in Germany or France within the Lutheran church, is a reminder of the waiting 

and hopeful expectation of the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The wreath, a circle, represents the eternal victory 

over death through Jesus Christ. The evergreens are a sign of the faithfulness of God to Godõs people, even in death, 

and the lighted candles are a reminder of the light Christ brings into the world.  

Resurrection is hosting a Real World Parents workshop. For 

parents with children of any age, no matter where your family 

is on your spiritual journey, this workshop provides practical 

tools for Biblical parenting. You may register in the church 

lobby. Please help yourself to a brochure at the Faith Outfit-

ters information station, or contact Sarah Storvick to learn 

more. The public is welcome; please invite a friend.  

Doing Good Together is a local organization whose mission is to inspire, encourage and 

equip families to volunteer together, to spend time with loved ones while also helping the 

larger world. A blogger for DGT suggests a month -long family project to help the hungry. It 

requires only a few minutes each day. Here's how it works:  

Place an empty bowl (or an entire place setting) at your table to remind you of those who go 

without nutritious food each day.  

Each day, count something in your home, such as the number of stuffed animals you own, 

the number of coats in your closet, the number of times you eat during that day, how many 

pieces of fruit are in your home, or the number of socks in your drawers. Your family can 

come up with your own list of items to count, or visit the Doing Good Together website and 

use the counting ideas that Sarah posts.  

Put a coin in the empty bowl for each item counted.  

At the end of 30 days, donate the coins you collected to a hunger relief organization or your 

local food shelf.  

Saturday, January 21st  

9:00 a.m. - Noon  

Cost: $10  


